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NORTH PERTH PRIMARY SCHOOL — ROAD SAFETY MEASURES 
Grievance 

MS E. EVANGEL (Perth) [9.26 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Transport. It is about the 
installation of road safety wig wags at Charles Street that will service the growing North Perth Primary School 
community. The North Perth Primary School is located on Albert Street, North Perth and has around 400 
students enrolled from years K–7. It was established in 1899 and has a long and vibrant history in the Perth 
electorate. It is this connection with a rich and interesting past, along with the enthusiasm and energy of the 
current students, teachers and parents that distinguishes North Perth primary as a dynamic school community. I 
am aware of the minister’s knowledge, interest and commitment to the growing needs of our outstanding Perth 
electorate and schools and how the increased population growth requires urgent consideration with special 
respect to issues such as roads and transport. 

As I mentioned earlier, North Perth Primary School has a long history, as does the area itself. We have seen 
many population growth cycles and certainly changing demographics. However, we are currently in the midst of 
a family population explosion which of course means many more children attending the local primary schools. 
Student safety is an absolute priority for the school community. The parents and citizens association has been 
actively involved in securing road safety around the school. North Perth primary is a school that encourages 
children to walk to school. We see hundreds of families walking to school every day, which obviously is a very 
good thing; we should be encouraging and facilitating this. On National Walk to School Day earlier this year, we 
had the Minister for Education, Hon Peter Collier and Hon Liza Harvey join me and the North Perth community 
for the walk to school. The school’s involvement in the celebration of this day is testament to the school’s 
commitment to walking to school. 

North Perth Primary School has a relatively small catchment area. The majority of students live in North Perth 
with a small section in the adjacent suburbs of West Perth, Leederville and Mt Lawley. The school is now a local 
intake school and enrolments are limited to children living within this immediate area. I am sure that the minister 
agrees that we have all the right ingredients to encourage students to walk to school. This is why it is imperative 
that we provide all the necessary safety devices to ensure the children’s utmost protection while crossing roads.  
I mentioned earlier the P&C’s commitment to ensuring the safety of the school community, and if the minister 
will indulge me, I will share one example. North Perth primary faces View Street to the south which is a popular 
entry point to the school. Children need to cross View Street to reach the school when coming from this 
direction. The school has engaged in a very long struggle with the Public Transport Authority to have a 40-
kilometre-an-hour school zone installed. The issue was a small park that belonged to the council that is also used 
by the school. As the school did not directly adjoin View Street, it took years to have a 40-kilometre-an-hour 
school zone installed. It was not until the Minister for Police, Liza Harvey, thankfully accepted my invitation to 
come out and see the road safety situation that we managed to have the Public Transport Authority agree to 
install the 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone. View Street connects the busy Fitzgerald Street to Charles Street, 
and there is a lot of dangerous rat-running down that street. Thankfully—I must thank the minister—we did get 
the 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone installed, and we are currently in the midst of a six-month trial before the 
PTA makes this a permanent 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone.  
Moving on to the issue of the flashing wig wag signals on Charles Street, minister, I really think that the North 
Perth Primary School community deserve and need to have these signals installed as soon as possible. I am sure 
members are aware that Charles Street is a very busy road. A crosswalk attendant is currently positioned at the 
Charles Street crossing area every morning and afternoon. I must add that it took many years and thousands of 
hard-earned P&C dollars to have that crosswalk attendant placed at the Charles Street crossing. For the 
minister’s reference, the P&C were caught in a catch 22 situation because the PTA required a certain number of 
students crossing at Charles Street in order to have a crosswalk attendant allocated, but of course this street was 
not being crossed at all because of the dangerous traffic levels. We even saw situations in which parents would 
drive their children to school literally up the road rather than risk their children crossing the dangerous Charles 
Street. The P&C was left with no choice other than to employ and pay for out of hard-earned P&C funds a 
crosswalk attendant for a period of six months, during which time they recorded the daily number of students 
crossing Charles Street. Once the PTA received this count, a permanent crosswalk attendant was allocated. 

The minister may be wondering why I am going over all this history. There are two main reasons. The first is 
that I want to show the minister the level of dedication the North Perth Primary School community has towards 
ensuring their children’s safety. Secondly, I want to demonstrate just how long that community has waited for 
simple and essential safety measures. The final part of the Charles Street safety measures are the flashing wig 
wag lights that the government has committed to. Charles Street, we all know, and as I have mentioned, is a very 
busy road, especially in the mornings and afternoons. It also happens to be gridlocked travelling into the city in 
the mornings and away from the city in the afternoons. However, the quiet side of the road is conducive to 
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speeding at those times because of the relatively free run that it affords. The wig wags, as the minister knows, 
can be seen from a distance and would provide adequate warning for motorists as they approach the school 
crossing. 

The school community has been waiting all year for the wig wags to be installed. We were informed that the 
estimated installation date would be February 2014. I do not see why this issue needs to be dragged out any 
further. The school community has waited long enough. I request the minister’s urgent attention to this matter 
and hope that these wig wags can be installed as soon as possible. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [9.33 am]: I thank the member for Perth for that 
series of requests on behalf of the parents, teachers and students of North Perth Primary School. I also highlight 
to the house the representations made to me in relation to North Perth Primary School by the member for Perth 
in the six months since her election. I have such a good understanding of the area around the school that I feel 
like my own children attend there. One of the things that I have found in this role, especially when it comes to 
the existing flashing lights that we have put in 40-kilometre-an-hour zones, is that I have come to understand the 
intensity with which school communities focus upon issues of child safety in and around their schools. Mr 
Speaker and I have attended schools in his electorate, just up the road from North Perth Primary School, and I 
have considered the member’s arguments and can provide the following information to her and the school 
community.  
Firstly, I speak in relation to the wig wag signals on Charles Street. Congratulations to the school community for 
the work they have done over a number of years on positioning a crossing guard. As the member said, once the 
crossing guard was there, strangely enough, pedestrian crossings by students increased quite dramatically. Main 
Roads intended to install the wig wag signals in February next year; it has subsequently advised me that it will 
be able to do it by late October. I anticipate that those signals will be put in over the coming weeks. The wig wag 
signals should work really well in conjunction with the crossing guard to provide a completely safe environment 
because, as the member is aware, just having a crossing guard on a road like Charles Street, given the volumes of 
traffic, does not provide the safest possible environment. The wig wag signals will provide a very clear 
indication to road users that there is a reason for them to slow down ahead—that reason, of course, is the 
guarded school crossing. Thanks to the efforts of the member, the installation of those wig wags will happen six 
months earlier than had been anticipated. I think that is a great reflection of the efforts of the member and her 
representations on behalf of that school community.  
I might also have a quick chat about View Street. It is an interesting school and I am interested to hear that the 
Minister for Police, the member for Scarborough, attended North Perth Primary School with the member. She 
has a similar school in her electorate; I cannot remember the name of the school but I attended it with her. There 
is a school, a park and then a road. Traditionally, Main Roads say that that road is separated by the park from the 
school and therefore does not qualify for the 40-kilometre-an-hour zone. I think it may have been Doubleview. 
What often happens—this certainly was the case in the member for Scarborough’s electorate, and definitely the 
case here at North Perth primary—is that the school and the park become one and the same, and the park 
becomes the major thoroughfare by which the students access their homes. Inevitably the road adjacent to the 
park, in this case View Street—my recollection is that there is the park and then View and Olive Streets — 
Ms E. Evangel: And a playground. It is as if the park is part of the school. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes. The Multicultural Federation Garden I think is the term.  

Clearly there is a lot of pressure on View Street in terms of pedestrian crossings associated with children going 
to and from school. The member rightly pointed out that after some significant representations on her behalf and 
the school community’s behalf—some little flyers and a whole range of other things—Main Roads has installed 
a 40-kilometre-an-hour zone for a trial period. My understanding is that the trial period is progressing well. The 
good thing for the school community is that after six months, and once the trial period is successful—I think they 
were installed a little while ago — 
Ms E. Evangel: Three months ago. 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Perhaps we are halfway through the trial. Once the trial is successful and the 40-
kilometre-an-hour zone becomes permanent, that school will qualify for the flashing signs. With the 
government’s plan to spend $36 million rolling out flashing signs to every school in the state that has a 40-
kilometre-an-hour zone, North Perth Primary School will also receive flashing signs on View Street to provide 
further protection—that is, an upgrade from the 40-kilometre-an-hour school zone. That will take a little while. 
There are a few more months left of the trial, and with the rollout of those flashing lights, which has started but 
will be ramped up next year, we will ensure that North Perth Primary School is included in the early rounds of 
that program. I think it would be fair to say that on the back of the member’s efforts working with the local 
school community, we have made some fairly significant steps forward in delivering better safety outcomes for 
children and their families who choose to walk to school. The wig wag signals are to be installed in October, in 
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the next few weeks, the 40-kilometre-an-hour zone on View Street is under trial, and I cannot see any reason 
why it will not be successful, and that will then flow into the installation of flashing lights. What the member has 
been able to deliver in conjunction with the school community is a vast improvement in safety outcomes for 
those young children who decide to walk to school.  

The member is right with her observation that encouraging young kids to walk to school, or from my point of 
view, to ride to school, is a very worthwhile aspiration for a school community. It is not just about health and 
wellbeing outcomes; it is also about socialisation outcomes. Nothing gives one more pleasure than seeing a 
group of kids walking home together, enjoying each other’s company and learning to interact out of school but 
socially together, rather than just getting in the car and going straight home and plonking in front of the telly. I 
congratulate the member for Perth and the school community for these very positive steps forward, and I look 
forward to the day we come out and turn on those flashing lights. 
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